INTRIGUES

we shall in any case await his attack. Therefore I should
not be inclined to blame Mlinster if he had let fall an
occasional remark to that effect; and this would by no
means give the English government the right to base
official action upon the unofficial speeches of an ambassa-
dor, and sans nous dire gare call upon the other Powers to
bring pressure to bear on us. A step so serious and so
unfriendly leads us to suppose that Queen Victoria must
have had some other reasons for believing in our warlike
intentions, besides occasional remarks of Count Miinster's,
in which I do not even believe. Lord [Odo] Russell as-
sured me that he always reported his firm belief in our
peaceful intentions. On the other hand, all the Ultra-
montanes and their friends have attacked us both secretly
and openly in the press, accusing us of wanting to begin
war very shortly, and the French ambassador, who lives in
these circles, has passed on their lies to Paris as certain
information. But even that would not be really sufficient
to give Queen Victoria that assured confidence in the un-
truths to which your Majesty yourself gave a denial, which
she again expresses in her letter of June 20. I am too
little acquainted with the Queen's character to have any
opinion as to the possibility of her using the expression
"it would be easy to prove'1 in order to cover an act of
precipitation which has already been committed, instead
of openly acknowledging it.

' I trust your Majesty will pardon me if my profes-
sional interest has led me to deal in detail, after three
months' silence, with a point already settled.'